Urokinase-receptor (u-PAR): an essential player in multiple games of cancer: a review on its role in tumor progression, invasion, metastasis, proliferation/dormancy, clinical outcome and minimal residual disease.
The relevance of the u-PA system in mediating tumor-associated proteolysis, invasion and metastasis, amongst other phenomena associated with tumor progression, has been clearly demonstrated in diverse cancer entities. This review will update on the biological and clinical relevance of the urokinase-receptor (u-PAR). Specifically, the article focuses on the potential importance of u-PAR for the development of minimal residual disease in solid cancer, and in this context reviews the biological relevance of the u-PAR for tumor cell dormancy. Furthermore, transcriptional mechanisms regulating u-PAR in vitro and in vivo, and their potential clinical and therapeutic relevance in gastrointestinal cancers, are elucidated.